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been enabled to make large expenditures. But I have been
compelled to check, limit, and to some extent regulate
these matters. I am held accountable for expenses; he
derives credit for whatever is done. This is right enough, if
rightly understood. I have allowed him to have his selec-
tion of officers, almost without restraint, and cliquism is
the result. His officers are, hi his opinion, the only good
officers in the service, and those who have been associated
with him and under his immediate command he com-
mends indiscriminately; and, in violation of regulations, he
gives them individually, one and all, indorsement, to the
great embarrassment of the Department.

In war and afloat, Porter is, though always presuming,
one of the best officers in the service and gallantly won his
position. I have always given him full credit for his services
and shown my appreciation of him as an officer. At the
Naval Academy he has done well because there has been
much to do, but, as the work is being completed and he is
relieved from employment, he grows restless and desires
action in a sphere to which he is not adapted. This crude
bantling of his, which Nye has introduced, is a miserable
contrivance to get place and power for himself at Wash-
ington. During the War, when we were building a hundred
vessels yearly, had five hundred vessels in commission, and
fifty thousand seamen in service, no such board was
needed; they would have been a positive drag and hin-
drance. Now, when we are building no new vessels, launch-
ing but two or three a year of those commenced and on the
stocks, the idea of such a board is absurd. Our Admiral
and Vice-Admiral will be wanted on active duty in war,
when such a board, if of any use, would have most to do.
It is bureau, not naval, service that is sought.

December 27, Friday. Great complaints of distress and
suffering at the South are made, not without cause. Gen-
eral demoralization is the result of vicious partisan legisla-
tion. There can be little doubt that General Grant, though